
Community 
Matching Grants

HOW DOES A  
COMMUNITY APPLY?
Applications must be submitted by March 31st. 
Funding is limited so only applications submitted 
by the deadline will be considered for funding. 

Applications are available for download on our 
website at www.auburnwa.gov/matchinggrants. 
Paper copies can be picked up at the City of 
Auburn Customer Service Center at 1 E Main St.

Approved projects must be completed and  
receipts submitted to the City by mid-December 
(within the same calendar year).

QUESTIONS?
For more details visit www.auburnwa.gov/matchinggrants or 
contact the Neighborhood Programs Coordinator at 
NeighborhoodPrograms@auburnwa.gov or 253-867-1988.

HOW ARE THE BILLS PAID?
This is a reimbursement grant meaning that after an application has 
been approved and the City funds earmarked for the project, the project 
supplies must be purchased and the project completed before the City  
will reimburse the applicant.

Request for reimbursement must include copies of relevant invoices 
submitted by contractors and vendors for payment and/or other 
documents that support the actual expenditure of funds.
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
The City of Auburn’s Neighborhood Program strives to create and 
maintain safe and friendly neighborhoods that keep Auburn a great 
place to work, live and raise a family. The Neighborhood Program offers 
Community Matching Grants to support partnerships between the 
City of Auburn and community groups and organizations to provide 
funding for community-initiated projects. Community groups identify a 
project they would like to complete and determine what they are able 
to contribute (cash, volunteer hours, in-kind services, etc.) and then 
apply for a cash grant from the City to match the amount provided by 
the community group. The City awards funds based on the benefits 
the proposed projects will generate, with a maximum of $2,500 per 
neighborhood each calendar year.

WHO MAY APPLY?
• Any informal community group (defined as 3 or more members) 

that has an idea for a project is also welcome to apply, but will 
need to partner with an incorporated organization in their area 
like a neighboring HOA, church, or service organization. The 
project must be within Auburn City limits.

• Any formal, incorporated HOA within Auburn City limits is eligible 
to apply for grant funding. 

WHO IS NOT ELIGIBLE TO APPLY?
In general, organizations or groups that do not represent an Auburn 
community should not apply. Organizations designed to elect 
candidates to public offices or lobby legislation are not eligible 
for funding. Religious organizations are eligible provided the 
organization does not discriminate against any person on the basis 
of religion or give preference or limit services on the basis of religion. 

For more details on who is and is not eligible to apply for funding, 
visit us online at www.auburnwa.gov/matchinggrants. 

Community Matching Grants

GRANT TYPES
• Community Improvement 

Grants: long term projects 
to improve/beautify an area, 
promote crime prevention, 
neighborhood engagement  
and/or civic engagement. 

• Clean-up Grants: small grants 
to help neighborhood clean-up 
campaigns

• Event Grants: to help fund 
events that bring communities 
together

WHAT ARE SOME  
EXAMPLES OF 
PROJECTS?
• Neighborhood sign installation
• Community gardens
• Rainworks: positive messages 

and art, created with a clear 
paint, that appear when it rains

• Little Free Library creation and 
installation

NEIGHBORHOOD MATCH
For every dollar requested from the 
City, the applicant must provide at least 
a dollar of match. If the applicant is an 
organization working in conjunction 
with a community, then the match 
can come from either the community 
or the organization or a combination. 
This division is agreed upon by the 
organization and the community 
themselves. The match may take the 
form of cash, donated professional 
services or materials, or volunteer labor.  
Match pledge forms are part of the 
Community Matching Grant application. 

The following are the requirements for 
eligible match:
• The total amount of the match 

must equal or exceed the dollar 
amount requested from the City's 
Community Matching Grant.

• The amount and type of match must 
be appropriate to the needs of the 
proposed project.  

• Volunteer time is valued by the 
City at a rate of $33 per hour 
(established for Washington State 
by Independent Sector). Volunteer 
time cannot include time spent 
fundraising or time spent planning 
the project and preparing the grant 
proposal.  

• Professional services will be 
recognized at their customary rates. 

• Donated materials or supplies are 
valued at their retail price. Borrowed 
tools and equipment can also be 
considered as part of the match and 
valued at the standard rental fee rate. 


